
Summer Reading Assignments 
Trinity Catholic High School English Department Summer 2021 Reading List 

All summer reading selections are listed below for each level of English. Students may purchase electronic 
versions of texts. Please note that if there is a specific edition required, it will be noted next to the selection. 
Many of the selections are available as free e-books through a variety of sites such as Project Gutenberg; others 
may be found through Amazon as noted below. 

Students are required to CHOOSE ONE of their grade level selections and read it by the first day of school, 
noting the basic themes on which to focus. The themes are listed under each title and will be expanded on, in 
the classroom, when students return in the fall.  

AP Language and Composition (11th grade) and AP Literature and Composition (12th grade) will have three 
books in total to read, two are required and one they may choose from a selection. AP students in both grade 
levels will have required assignments based on their reading when they return to school.   

English 1/English 1 Honors 

Book Title  Author Theme 

The Pearl 

 
Order from Amazon 

 

John Steinbeck 

 

Greed is a road to destruction; Native cultures and 

oppression; the value of family and love. 

Book Title  Author Theme 

Animal Farm 

 
Order from Amazon 

 

George Orwell 

 

Allegory based on Russian Revolution; power can lead to 

corruption and oppression; use of propaganda; Can 

equality truly exist? 

English 2/English 2 Honors 

Book Title  Author Theme 

 

The House on Mango Street 

 
Order from Amazon 

 

Sandra Cisneros  

 

Identity in a multicultural world; how dreams change 

from childhood to adolescence 

I Am Malala 

 

 
Order from Amazon 

 

Malala Yousafzai 

with Christina 

Lamb  

(Note: this is not 

the young readers’ 

edition) 

 

The right to an education. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.amazon.com/Pearl-John-Steinbeck/dp/014017737X/ref=sr_1_1?crid=PW8AUKNKH2U8&dchild=1&keywords=the+pearl+by+john+steinbeck+paperback&qid=1591487514&s=home-garden&sprefix=the+pearl+%2Cgarden%2C180&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/s?k=animal+farm+by+george+orwell&i=stripbooks&crid=2Z707Y7N4AT6F&sprefix=Animal+%2Cgarden%2C193&ref=nb_sb_ss_i_1_7
https://www.amazon.com/s?k=the+house+on+mango+street&i=garden&crid=1UCO3MLBGCE9Z&sprefix=the+house+on+man%2Cgarden%2C316&ref=nb_sb_ss_i_1_16
https://www.amazon.com/Am-Malala-Education-Changed-Readers/dp/0316327913/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=I+am+malala&qid=1591488297&s=books&sr=1-1


English 3/English 3 Honors 

Book Title  Author Theme 

Brown Girl Dreaming 

 
Order on Amazon 

 

 

Jacqueline 

Woodson 

 

 

Striving for the American dream amid sacrifices and 

adversity. 

The Scarlet Letter 

 
Order on Amazon 

 

Nathaniel 

Hawthorne 

 

Judgement, compassion & forgiveness, internal 

struggle(s) 

 
English 4/English 4 Honors 

Book Title  Author Theme 

“Screwtape Letters” 

 
Order on Amazon 

 

C.S. Lewis 

 

This book breaks down the original work for 

understanding. It is written from an unexpected 

perspective that ultimately focuses the reader on 

becoming stronger in their own faith.  

 

“Lord of the Flies” 

 
Order on Amazon 

William Golding The central concern of Lord of the Flies is the conflict 

between two competing impulses that exist within all 

human beings: the instinct to live by rules, act peacefully, 

follow moral commands, and value the good of the group 

against the instinct to gratify one's immediate desires, act 

violently to obtain supremacy ... 

 
AP Language and Composition  

Required: Thank You for Arguing: What Aristotle, Lincoln, And Homer Simpson Can Teach Us About the Art of Persuasion 

by Jay Heinrichs (2013 or 2017 revised edition) 

Required: How to Read Nonfiction Like a Professor by Thomas C. Foster 

Choice 1: A Room of One’s Own by Virginia Woolf 

Choice 2: In Cold Blood by Truman Capote 

AP Literature 

Required: How to Read Literature Like a Professor by Thomas C. Foster 

Required: Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck 

Choice 1: 1984 by George Orwell 

Choice 2: Their Eyes Were Watching God by Zora Neale Hurston 

 

https://www.amazon.com/Brown-Girl-Dreaming-Jacqueline-Woodson/dp/0147515823/ref=sr_1_1?crid=ODPSJZJEO7J6&dchild=1&keywords=brown+girl+dreaming+by+jacqueline+woodson&qid=1591489161&s=books&sprefix=Brown+gir%2Cstripbooks%2C185&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Scarlet-Letter-Nathaniel-Hawthorne/dp/1420959239/ref=sr_1_1_sspa?dchild=1&keywords=The+Scarlet+letter&qid=1591489273&s=books&sr=1-1-spons&psc=1&spLa=ZW5jcnlwdGVkUXVhbGlmaWVyPUExWTVISjlSVUNEVUQ2JmVuY3J5cHRlZElkPUEwOTgyNjI2MUNaUTdTOVdER1JZVyZlbmNyeXB0ZWRBZElkPUEwODg0MTc0M0tDVjY4MEgzUEowJndpZGdldE5hbWU9c3BfYXRmJmFjdGlvbj1jbGlja1JlZGlyZWN0JmRvTm90TG9nQ2xpY2s9dHJ1ZQ==
https://www.amazon.com/Screwtape-Letters-Study-Guide-Bible/dp/1512207292/ref=sr_1_1_sspa?dchild=1&keywords=screwtape+letters&qid=1591489368&s=books&sr=1-1-spons&psc=1&spLa=ZW5jcnlwdGVkUXVhbGlmaWVyPUEzM1JOSktVTkMwSlAwJmVuY3J5cHRlZElkPUEwMzA5MDAwMkhNTUI3VVI2OFlXTCZlbmNyeXB0ZWRBZElkPUEwNTA4MjYwM0daRk1XWUE0OVdSRSZ3aWRnZXROYW1lPXNwX2F0ZiZhY3Rpb249Y2xpY2tSZWRpcmVjdCZkb05vdExvZ0NsaWNrPXRydWU=
https://www.amazon.com/Lord-Flies-William-Golding/dp/0399501487/ref=sr_1_1?crid=20ET965LPNMX7&dchild=1&keywords=lord+of+the+flies&qid=1620841376&sprefix=lord+of+the+flies%2Caps%2C184&sr=8-1

